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History of Fives

Owen Toller, former Master-in-Charge of Fives, looks
back at the recent history of the sport at Merchant Taylors’

I. can't remember when Peter Ingram
took over Fives but e was Merchant
Taylors' Fives ever since I first

played there and 'm sure that others
would say the same. He brought an
unflappable mixture of down-to-carth
sense and plain niceness w the game.
For many years there was a feeling
that it was always pleasant 1o play
against Merchant Taylors” and this was
largely due to Peter. He was an Old
Bedfordian and he and his friend Jerry
Cooper set up a friendly rivalry, with

a trophy awarded for the winner of the
annual mateh between the two schools.
In the 1970s Bedford was the game’s
powerhouse at school level, but over
the years things changed and by 1990
it was unusual for Merchant Taylors” 1o
lose in that fixture.

Driring Peter's incumbenty Taylors'
Fives was also threatened by ather sponts
and ever since the garne has had to rely
on seraps - an enthusiastic youngstey or
two whio can encoursge some [hends to
take it up, a commisted master-in-charge,
lunchiime seszions The fact tha Taylors'
cantinued to produce good players and to
compéte st national level i testimony to
Peter's mixcture of tact nrd enthusiasm. In the

Doubles, Simon Burrows 1r.d Neil Ecloert
in 1980 and Anthony Momis and Howard
Thompeon in 1984 John Haumpel won the

Colts Singles in 1985 and Simon Mee and
Anthony Morns the Colts Doubles in 1682
At the West of England Chareplonships

Simon Brown won the Colts singlesin 1972
and, with Geoff Bunting the open doubles
the next year; Howard Thompson won the
Coles singles in 1982 and Sirnon Mee and
Anthany Moeris the Colts doubles in 1083
After that there ware many-oocasions in
which bits of plate software came to Sandy
Lodge, tut the disadvantages under which
the snart lshounad reant that no natiorial
championships were won for 13 yeara.
Nevertheless, the school continued to
procuce good individual players and, in
panticular, pairs, Charlie Marsh was an open
serni-finalist in 1994, The Chopes brothers,
Adirya and Prashan, were both good

MIBCHANT TATCLORY SOMOCE.

captains; Ed Hikmet and James Harrison,
James Hamman and Jonathan Davies,

anc perhaps best of all Richard Price and
Christian Hale were all pairs who could
challenge the best in the country. But the
cupbotrd remained bire of major trophios
until 1957, when Steffan James wen tha
National Undes13 singles, and, with Asheesh
Kaul, the doubles, conoading very few points
Peter had rotired: he

g 5 MasterdneCharge
but wlhc ssential assistance from
Stott and Crispin Colber. It was Crispin who
affan and Asheash the game and
although both were required for hockey
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Fivos photography by Jonak Surkes (4ths)
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Nick Hillier has been Master-in-Charge of Fives since
2005. A former captain of the Oxford University 1st VIII,
he looks at Fives’ current progress at Merchant Taylors’
and explains his continued enjoyment of the sport

y enjoyment of Rugby
Fives stems in part from the game
itself, a fine mixture of all-round
physical challenge and skillful
pursuit, but almost more from the
sport’s genteel nature. By this |
don’t mean that Fives is in any way
an easy or soft sport, The ball flies
around the court at high speed and
I have been on the receiving end
of both ball and player on many
occasions. What I mean is that those
who play Fives are almost invariably
of a generous disposition as it seems
the sport either attracts those |
would describe as gentlemen or it
somehow produces them. Indeed,
the atmosphere at any Fives event
is always one of good cheer and
camaraderie. 1 have now personally
played Fives for almost two thirds of
my life. [ started playing when my
Geography teacher in the equivalent
of the Upper Thirds at Whitgift
School, Nick Morgan, encouraged
my group of friends to take it up. |
represented the school throughout
the rest of time there, although as
is often the case this was alongside
rugby and hockey. [ was lucky o go
up to Oxford where the courts are
casily accessible to the students and
Fenjoyed my time representing and
captaining both the Beavers team and
the Ist VI T must admit that one of
my criteria when looking for my first
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teaching position was that the school
played some form of Fives and | was
lucky when Merchant Taylors® was d
my first inferview,
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