
 

 

Jock Scott  1891-1967 
 
John Edward Scott was a student at Emmanuel College Cambridge 
between 1910 and 1914, and from 1919 a don at Gonville & Caius 
College, Cambridge. He and WH Powell, a tennis blue, won the first 
‘Cyriax Cup’, the Club Doubles Championship for Rugby Fives, in 
1926. They were representing their College. 
 
‘Bill’ Bailey of the Alleyn Old Boys remembered partnering Scott 
(playing for Cambridge University) in 1930. ‘In the Cyriax final of 
1930 my partner, Jock Scott, the Cambridge don, and I were winning 
when he went lame, so I went on to play virtually a single, to a losing 
end.’ ‘In a previous round we had conceded only one point (against 
the Old Roffensians, the Old Boys of King’s School, Rochester), but 
our opponents didn’t require us to journey to the Medway.’ 
 
Scott partnered Dr Cyriax himself in a pair described as ‘The Veter-
ans’ in the 1932 Amateur Doubles. They beat KC Gandar Dower and 
JF Burnet 4-15, 15-10, 15-1 in the first round. Gandar Dower was the 
Amateur Singles Champion that year, so this was no mean victory. 
The second round saw them put up a good fight against Alleyn Old 
Boys ‘A’ (VGW Lewis & HK Prout) but lose 15-7, 15-8, 15-11. Three 
games were played and the points were added up at the end to de-
cide the winners.  
 
Emmanuel College has provided us with a lot of information about JE Scott. He was born 
in 1891 in Perth, Australia, where his father was working as a medical doctor. He was sent 
to prep school at Epsom at the age of 9 and then on to Clifton College in 1904. He left Clif-
ton in 1910 with a scholarship to Emmanuel College to read Classics, with Archaeology in 
Part 2. He was a multiple winner in the annual Greek Verse Composition, and acted the 
part of Oedipus in the College Greek Play in 1912. 
 
Leaving Cambridge in 1914, Scott immediately joined the Munster Fusiliers, saw active 
service in the 1st World War, was wounded and won the Military Cross. He had already 
been elected a Fellow of Gonville & Caius College. When the War was over, he took up 
the Fellowship in 1919 and remained as College lecturer in Classics until 1930, acting as 
tutor from 1923 to 1926. He has now been listed by Emmanuel College as a winner of the 
first Cyriax Cup competition in 1926, representing Gonville & Caius. 
 
The Centenary Edition of the Clifton College Register (1962) records him as living in South 
Africa’s Cape Province in a house called ‘La Gratitude’.  
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Scott was President of the Cambridge University Rugby Fives Club from 1927 to 1929. 
 
 
See the next 2 pages for further details of his academic, sporting and military achieve-
ments, in a tribute by Lord McNair on Scott’s death in 1967. 



 

 



 

 

 
 


