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Nick Hillier has been Master-in-Charge of Fives since
2005. A former captain of the Oxford University 1st VIII,
he looks at Fives’ current progress at Merchant Taylors’
and explains his continued enjoyment of the sport

y enjoyment of Rugby
Fives stems in part from the game
itself, a fine mixture of all-round
physical challenge and skillful
pursuit, but almost more from the
sport’s genteel nature. By this |
don’t mean that Fives is in any way
an easy or soft sport, The ball flies
around the court at high speed and
I have been on the receiving end
of both ball and player on many
occasions. What | mean is that those
who play Fives are almost invanably
of a generous disposition as it scems
the sport either attracts those |
would describe as gentlemen or it
somehow produces them. Indeed,
the atmosphere at any Fives event
is always one of good cheer and
camaraderie. 1 have now personally
played Fives for almost two thirds of
my life. [ started playing when my
Geography teacher in the equivalent
of the Upper Thirds at Whitgift
School, Nick Morgan, encouraged
my group of friends to take it up. |
represented the school throughout
the rest of time there, although as
is often the case this was alongside
rugby and hockey. I was lucky o go
up to Oxford where the courts are
casily accessible to the students and
Ienjoyed my time representing and
captaining both the Beavers team and
the Ist VI T must admit that one of
my criteria when looking for my first

teaching position wis that the school their tec
played some form of Fives and I was
lucky when Merchant Taylors® was
my first inferview
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