
Rugby Fives Doubles Championship Cyriax Cup 1936  

By chance, the RFA Archives has accumulated quite a lot of information about the 1936 Amateur Doubles (Cyriax 

Cup) that took place at the then new courts at Hampstead Squash and Rugby Fives Club. 

This was an important event being the first event held at the Hampstead Club, and the various artifacts give us a 

good record of the nature of the fives being organised in the 1930s. A good entry of 32 pairs took part with 

matches taking place over a 10-day period. The event culminated in what turned out to be an epic battle in the 

final where Gough and Knight contrived to miss eight match points before losing to the new champions Battersby 

and Truman.  

The main photographic record comes from an article from the Jan 1936 edition of “Illustrated Sporting and 

Dramatic News” and these photos are included below. The full one-page article can be found in Appendix A1. 

 

2a Some Successful Pairs: A. Francis, C.E. Becker, B.C. Gough, R.J. Knight, C.L.E. Mitchell, S.E. Hall, J.W. Dowlen, N. Lloyd 

Pairs: Francis & Becker, Gough & Knight (CU), Mitchell & Dowlen, Hall & Lloyd 

 

2b A Match in Progress: W.J. Rees, J. Armitage, D.G. Mackenzie, C. Smith 

Pairs: Rees & Smith, Armitage & Mackenzie 



 

 

2c Cyriax Cup Competitors: B.R. Griffiths, J. McGregor-Cheers, A.R. Hodges, V.G.W. Lewis, D.J. Mallagh 

Pairs: Griffiths & McGregor-Cheers, Hodges & Lewis, Mallagh & J.A.Hilton (no pic) 

 

2d A Former Champion and Others: E.J. Salter, V.E. Oundjian, J.G. Richards, E.C. Hanson, A.T. Slator 

Pairs: Salter & H.E.Poynor (no pic), Oundjian & Richards, Hanson & J.T.Hetherington (no pic), Slator & J.T.Robinson (no pic) 



Player Notes for the above Photos: From the Article 

2a “Some Successful Pairs”: From left to right 

A. Francis & C.E. Becker 

B.C. Gough & R.J. Knight of Cambridge University 

C.L.E. Mitchell, S.E. Hall, J.W. Dowlen, N. Lloyd (MItchell plays with Dowlen, Hall with Lloyd) 

2b “A Match in Progress”: 

W.J. Rees (left) striking the ball, J. Armitage, D.G. Mackenzie, C. Smith 

Playing in their 2nd round match, won by Armitage & Mackenzie (the Runners-up in 1935) 

Rees is striking the service which Mackenzie has just thrown up for him. 

2c “Cyriax Cup Competitors”: From left to right 

B.R. Griffiths, match secretary of the Rugby FIves Association, J. McGregor-Cheers, A.R. Hodges, V.G.W. Lewis, D.J. 

Mallagh 

2d “A Former Champion and Others”: 

Last year V.E. Oundjian (2nd from left) won the Cyriax Cup with his brother H.A. 

This year he was playing with J.G. Richards (centre) 

The three in suits from the left are E.J. Salter, E.C. Hanson, A.T. Slator 

Oundjian & Richards are Old Paulines 

Note that a complete list of the players featured in the photos can be found in Appendix A2.  

Results 

Full results and a report can be found in Appendices A3 and A4. 

• Appendix A3: Report and Results from the Feb 1936 Squash Rackets, Fives, Tennis, and Rackets Magazine 

(written and compiled by John Armitage) 

• Appendix A4: 1935 / 1936 Times newspaper cuttings 

Some information about the final and the four finalists is provided below. 

  



The Final 

The final was played on Jan 15th 1936. J Battersby and FK Truman defeated BC Gough and RJ Knight 13-15, 16-15, 

15-12. So, it was a very closely fought match, with Gough and Knight failing to convert eight match points in the 

second game. For a full report see Appendix A3. 

All four players came from Dulwich College emphasising the strength of that school in the pre-war period. Sadly, 

the Dulwich courts were lost through stray bombing during WWII, and were never rebuilt. The losing finalists Basil 

Gough and Dick Knight were both at Cambridge at the time of the 1936 championship. 

Photos of the winning pair John Battersby (a left hander) and Frank Truman are shown below. 

                                             

The Winners of the 1936 Cyriax Cup John Battersby and Frank Truman 

We have John Battersby’s winning medal in the Archives, shown below. 

 

John Battersby’s Cyriax Cup Winners Medal 

For John Battersby this proved to be his only appearance in a National final. Frank Truman reached the Doubles 

final again the following year, this time partnered by Dick Knight, where they lost to Bill Bailey and Cecil Mitchell. 

Truman was also a National Singles runner-up in 1937. 



Appendix A1 

 

Page 119 of The Illustrated Sporting And Dramatic News - Jan 17th 1936 

 



Appendix A2 

22 Players are Featured in the Photo Record 

 

The above table is missing schools for the following players: 

• N. Lloyd, Partner was Alleyn's 

• C. Smith, Partner was Sir Walter St John 

School University Record Comments Partner

2b J. Armitage John Bedford Cambridge Sngls W 1938, Sngls RU 1933, Dbls RU 1935 RFA Pres 1955-60 Mackenzie

2a C.E. Becker Alleyn's Francis

2a J.W. Dowlen John Alleyn's Mitchell

2a A. Francis Alleyn's Westminster Bank; partner was Alleyn's Becker

2a B.C. Gough Basil Dulwich Cambridge Dbls RU 1936 Lost in the final Knight

2c B.R. Griffiths Brian Merchant Taylors' Dbls RU 1948 RFA Pres 1965-70; 1936 RFA match sec McGregor-Cheers

2a S.E. Hall Alleyn's Lloyd

2d E.C. Hanson Eric Merchant Taylors' Obit d1970; RFA VP 1960, Treas 1938-60 J.T. Hetherington - MT (no pic)

2c A.R. Hodges Alleyn's Lewis

2a R.J. Knight Richard Dulwich Cambridge Sngls W 1947, Sngls RU 1936, Dbls RU 1936, 37 Dick; Lost in the final Gough

2c V.G.W. Lewis Victor Alleyn's Dbls RU 1933 Hodges

2a N. Lloyd ? Partner was Alleyn's Hall

2b D.G. Mackenzie Douglas Weymouth College Sngls RU 1931, Dbls RU 1935 Played at the BoE Armitage

2c D.J. Mallagh Merchant Taylors' J.A. Hilton - MT (no pic)

2c J. McGregor-Cheers Bedford Killed 25/08/1941 flying Halifax bomber Griffiths

2a C.L.E. Mitchell Cecil Alleyn's Dbls W 1937, 39, Dbls RU 1933 Partnered Bill Bailey Dowlen

2d V.E. Oundjian Vahe St Paul's Dbls W 1935, 38; Sngls RU 1934 1935 won with his brother H.A. Richards

2b W.J. Rees William Sir Walter St John UCL Willie-John; University College Hospital Smith

2d J.G. Richards St Paul's Oxford Oundjian

2d E.J. Salter Alleyn's H.E.Poynor - AOB (no pic)

2d A.T. Slator "Tom" Oundle Cambridge A Cambridge pair J.T. Robinson - Bedford (no pic)

2b C. Smith ? UCL Rees

NamePic



Appendix A3: Report and Results from the Feb 1936 Squash Rackets, Fives, Tennis, and Rackets 

Magazine 

Page 103 

 

  



Page 104 

 

 



Appendix A4: Times Newspaper cuttings Dec 1935 – Jan 1936 

 

Results for the 1936 Cyriax Cup printed in the Times Jan 10th to Jan 15th 1936 



Appendix A5: Ebay - Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News Photo Article L328 

Ebay Dec 10th 2021: Purchased on behalf of the RFA “Buy it now” £15.00 (+£4.85 postage) 

Seller 

“antiquechapters” Paul 

Antique Chapters, The Grange, Claywood, Menithwood, Worcestershire, WR6 6UB 

Phone: 1584-881144; email: zeddyzed@aol.com 

Description 

Rugby Fives Magazine Photo Article - One single sheet / one page only (not the complete magazine) - Unrelated 

text to the reverse - Complete text / article as published - This item will be despatched in a postal tube for added 

protection - Please note:- Antique Chapters digital watermark is not visible on actual print 

Original - Not Reprint Or Reproduction 

Source - The Illustrated Sporting And Dramatic News (Weekly Publication / Magazine) 

Date - January 1936 

Measurements - c. 310mm x 230mm / 12.25in x 9in 

Condition - Lightly tanned - Some edges may have been trimmed - Some edges may have slight imperfections - 

Corners lightly bumped - Couple of small marks and light soiling - Otherwise good condition 

An image of the article and copies of photos from this article are included above. 

Appendix A6: Summary of Sources 

This document includes information from: 

• An article from the Jan 1936 Illustrated Sporting and Dramatic News 

• Report and Results from the Feb 1936 Squash Rackets, Fives, Tennis, and Rackets Magazine 

• 1935 / 1936 Times newspaper cuttings 

• Various photos held in the Archives: players and trophies 

 

 


